
De of the enduring themes in the history of India is the transformaticn of rur 

society under Bricish coloniai rule. The subject sktiacis the historian naot on 
because of the vast extenc cí India's chickiy seided ngriculturai lands, but beraus= 
the pacrerns of lsrdihoiding and the diseribetion of power in rual Indin have neve=
htted easily into the caiegories Weskern theygh. From the time of Chesies Mewalfe and. Heary Maine, cokniai admiaistrarirs-and academic scheoiars afier
thera-ave so:ght, with verying degrees of success, to compr:head the essential 
tic which bound indians to the land and to each other. V/ich tive traditional social

order s lirtle understood, it s harlly surprising that ih eferes of British rule on 
this society during e sieteenth century have been matier of continuing debare.The views of oervers wio perceived a "revolutioa in p:operty rights," as Holt 
Mackenzie did in 18:9, have lietle in commea with these of historians whe fad the 

unierlyin structures o powei undisturbed sier decades of colonisl avle.' The 
mutiny of the sepoy army during 1857, and the uprising in rurai Noch india which

accompanied it, reflect as well che islecations essociaced with colonialism, and so 

compel the attention of hiscorians oh rure! india.


