Y e of the enduring thzmes in the history of India is the transformarion of ru,
7 society ander Bricish colonial rule. The subject siiracis the hisrorian noc on
because of rhe vasr sxrenc of India's thickiy sesiled agricultursi land:, but becaus
the pactesns of Jzadhoiding and the discribucion of pover in rural Indin have neve
fieeed casily into the caegories «f Wescern thoughe. From the time of Chziies
Metculfe and Heary Msiae, coloniai administrazars—and academic schvlars afrer
thera—have soinghc, with verving degrees of success, to compn:he:id the essential
r:2: which bound Iadians 15 thz land and to cach other. With iie tradicional social
order s lirtle understood, it is harcly surprising that che zffeces of British rule on
thiv society during <2z i:ineteenth century have been # matter of continuing debate.
The views of cbescvers wiho perceived = “revolution in property rights,” as Hols
Mackenzie 2id in 1819, have lictle iz common with these of historians whe 5ad the
undgerlying structures of pows; undisturbed afier decades of colonial avle.! The
mutiny of the sepoy army during 1857, and zhe uprising iz rurai Nc:<h india which
accompanied it, reflect as well che dislocations 2ss0ciated with colonialism, and so
compel the artention of his:orians o rurs! india.



