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SALT MARCH [SALT  
SATYAGRAHA] 
• Gandhiji decided to inaugurate the Civil Disobedience  [image: ]
Movement by breaking the salt law. 
• Gandhiji and 78 of his followers started a march on foot from  Sabarmati Ashram to Dandi [Dandi March]. [image: ]
• On 6 April 1929, they reached Dandi. Gandhiji prepared salt by  using sea water, broke the salt law and inaugurated the  
Movement. 
• The government imposed heavy tax on salt. Moreover, the  production of salt was the monopoly of the government. 
So the price of salt was very high. Therefore, Gandhiji 
opposed the salt law.
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THE MAIN FEATURES OF 
THE CIVIL DISOBEDIENCE MOVEMENT. 
• Gandhiji led a march on foot from Sabarmati to Dandi. He broke  the Salt Law at Dandi and inaugurated the Movement. [image: ]
• People broke salt law in many places. Foreign goods were  [image: ]
boycotted. Liquor shops were picketed. Government servants  
resigned their jobs. Forest laws were broken. People refused to pay  taxes. Leaders were arrested. Workers attacked government offices. • Gandhiji called off the movement on 5 March 1931 under the  Gandhi-Irwin Pact. He agreed to attend the Second Round Table  Conference. 
• It was restarted when Gandhiji returned from London. It was  finally called off in 1934.
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DIFFERENCES BETWEEN NON 
COOPERATION MOVEMENT AND CIVIL  DISOBEDIENCE MOVEMENT 
• People refused to co operate with the government during  the Non Co operation Movement. People broke the laws  during the Civil Disobedience Movement. [image: ][image: ]
• Muslims participated in large numbers in the Non Co  operation Movement. Muslim participation was less in the  Civil Disobedience Movement. 
• No tax campaign was not there in Non Co operation  Movement. People refused to pay taxes in Civil  
Disobedience Movement
[image: ]
SOCIAL GROUPS WHICH  PARTICIPATED IN CIVIL  DISOBEDIENCE MOVEMENT 
• Rich Peasants - Depression and fall in prices affected them badly. They demanded reduction in land revenue. Swaraj meant reduction of taxes for them. • Poor Peasants - Depression affected them badly. They demanded reduction in rent. Swaraj meant reduction of rent for them. [image: ][image: ]
• Business classes – They demanded protection against the import of foreign goods.  They wanted a Rupee-Sterling exchange rate that would discourage import. They  formed the Indian Industrial and Commercial Congress in 1920. They also formed  the Federation of the Indian Chamber of Commerce and Industries. They gave  financial help to the movement and refused to sell the foreign goods. 
• Industrial Workers – They were poorly paid. Conditions of work were miserable.  Swaraj meant better wages and working conditions for them. Railway workers and  dockyard workers conducted strike. Workers in mines wore Gandhi Caps and took  part in rallies.
Why did the different social groups join  the civil disobedience movement? 
• In the countryside the rich peasant communities like the  Jats of UP and the Patidars of Gujarat were active in the  movement . [image: ]
• Indian merchants and industrialists wanted protection  against imports of foreign goods and a rupee sterling  
foreign exchange ratio that would discourage imports.  
They wanted to end colonial control over Indian  
economy. They joined Civil Disobedience Movement and  gave financial assistance and refused to buy or sell  
imported goods.
[image: ]
• Another important feature of the Civil Disobedience  
Movement was the large-scale participation of women.  
During Gandhiji’ssalt march, thousands of women came out  of their homes to listen to him. They participated in protest  marches, manufactured salt, and [image: ]
•Picketed foreign cloth and liquor shops. Many went to jail.  There were strikes by railway workers in 1930 and dockworkers  in1932. In 1930 thousands of workers in Chotanagpur tin  mines wore Gandhi caps and participated in protest rallies and  boycott campaigns.
[image: ]
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• Why did the rich peasant communities join the Civil  
disobedienc emovement? Why did not they join when it was  re-launched in 1932 ? 
• In the countryside, rich peasant communities – like the Patidars of Gujarat and the Jats of Uttar Pradesh joined the movement. 
• Being producers of commercial crops, they were very hard hit by the  trade depression and falling prices. As their cash income  
disappeared,they found it impossible to pay the government’srevenue  demand.
[image: ]
• The refusal of the government to reduce the revenue demand  led to widespread resentment. These rich peasants were active  in organizing their communities, and at times forcing reluctant  members, to participate in the boycott programmes 
[image: ]• For them the fight for swaraj was a struggle against high revenues. 
• But they were deeply disappointed when the movement was  called off in 1931 without the revenue rates being revised.  
Therefore, when the movement was restarted in 1932, many of them refused to participate.
[image: ]
• Why did not the poor peasants join the civil disobedience movement?  Why was the relationship between the poor peasants and the  Congress remained uncertain during civil disobedience movement? 
• i. [image: ]
• The poorer peasants were not just interested in the lowering of the revenue demand. Many of them were small tenants cultivating land they  had rented from landlords. 
• ii. 
• As the Depression continued and cash incomes decreased, the small tenants  found it difficult to pay their rent. They wanted the unpaid rent to the  landlord to be remitted.
[image: ]
• iii. 
• They joined a variety of radical movements, often led by  Socialists and Communists. [image: ]
• iv. 
• Congress did not want to upset the rich peasants and  landlords, and was unwilling to support ‘no rent’  
campaigns of the poor peasants inmost places. So the  
relationship between the poor peasants and the Congress  remained uncertain.
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• Why did the business class support the civil 
disobedience movement? 
• Why did the industrial working classes not participate in the Civil Disobedience Movement in large numbers? • i. 
• Indian merchants and industrialists wanted protection against imports of foreign goods and a rupee-sterling foreign exchange ratio that would discourage imports. • ii. [image: ]
• They wanted to end colonial control over Indian economy.  They joined Civil Disobedience Movement and gave  
financial assistanceand refused to buy or sell imported  goods.
[image: ]
• iii.Most businessmen came to see swaraj as a time  when colonial restrictions on business would no  
longer exist and trade and industry would flourish  without constraints. [image: ]
• iv.As the industrialists came closer to the Congress,  workers stayed aloof. The Congress was reluctant to  include workers’ demands as part of its programme  of struggle. It felt that this would alienate  
industrialists and divide the anti-imperial forces.
[image: ]
• How did the Indian merchants and industrialists  protect their interests? 
• i. To organize business interests, they formed the Indian  Industrial and Commercial Congress in 1920 and the  Federation of the Indian Chamber of Commerce and  Industries (FICCI) in 1927. [image: ]
• ii. Led by prominent industrialists like Purshottamdas  Thakurdas and G. D. Birla, the industrialists attacked  colonial control over the Indian economy, and supported  the Civil Disobedience Movement when it was first  
launched. They gave financial assistance and refused to buy  or sell imported goods
[image: ]
• Describe the participation of women in the civil disobedience movement. 
• iAn important feature of the Civil Disobedience Movement  was the large-scale participation of women. During  
Gandhiji’s salt march, thousands of women came out of  their homes to listen to him. 
• ii They participated in protest marches, manufactured salt, and picketed foreign cloth and liquor shops. Many went to jail. [image: ]
• ii In urban areas, these women were from high-caste families;  in rural areas, they came from rich peasant households.  Moved by Gandhiji’s call, they began to see service to the  nation as a sacred duty of women.
[image: ]
• Why did the participation of women in large numbers in the movements not bring any radical change in the  
position of Indian women? [image: ]
• i. Gandhiji was convinced that it was the duty of women  to look after home and hearth, be good mothers and  
good wives. 
• ii. And for a long time the Congress was reluctant to allow  women to hold any position of authority within the  
organization. It was keen only ontheir symbolic presence.[image: ]
MAIN CONTRIBUTIONS OF THE CIVIL DISOBEDIENCE  [image: ]
MOVEMENT. 
• Civil Disobedience Movement was the first struggle to  win Poorna Swaraj or Complete Independence. 
• It was based on non violent Satyagraha. Gandhian ideas  were widely followed. [image: ]
• Women participated in large numbers in this movement. • It was a real mass movement. Different social groups  
participated. 
• It was an open challenge to the British rule. The people  openly disobeyed laws.
[image: ]
MAIN LIMITATIONS OF THE CIVIL  DISOBEDIENCE MOVEMENT 
• Dalits did not participate in the Civil Disobedience  [image: ]
Movement, because the Congress did not give importance  [image: ]
to their demands. 
• Many Muslims did not participate in it. They thought that  the Congress was moving close to the Hindu Maha Sabha. 
• Communal riots occurred in many places. Disunity  
between Hindus and Muslims started. 
• Industrial workers participation was minimum.
[image: ]
EFFORTS MADE BY 
GANDHIJI FOR THE 
UPLIFTMENT OF DALITS 
• (i)Gandhiji was against untouchability. He said that Swaraj  would not come for 100 years, if untouchability was not  abolished. [image: ][image: ]
• (ii)He called the untouchables ‘Harijans’ or sons of Gods. • (iii)He organized Satyagraha to get temple entry and  access to public wells, tanks, roads and schools for dalits. • (iv)He cleaned harijan colonies and in his ashram there  was no caste feelings. 
• (v)He asked the upper caste Hindus to give up the  
inhuman practice of untouchability.
[image: ]
GANDHIJI Vs AMBEDKAR 
• Dr. Ambedkar demanded separate electorates for the  dalits. He thought that a share in political power would  help in their upliftment. Gandhiji opposed separate  [image: ][image: ]
electorates. He thought that it would create disunity. So,  they clashed in the Second round table conference. 
• Poona Pact: It was signed between Gandhiji and  
Ambedkar in September 1932. Gandhiji brought an end  to his fast. He accepted the demand for reservation of  seats for dalits in the legislatures. Ambedkar agreed to give  up the demand for separate electorates.
[image: ]
CULTURAL FACTORS AND IDENTITIES  WHICH CREATED A SENSE OF COLLECTIVE  BELONGING AMONG THE PEOPLE OF  INDIA. [image: ][image: ][image: ]
• IMAGE OF BHARAT MATA : 
• Bankim Chandra Chattopadhyay created the image [image: ]
of Bharat Mata. 
• Abanindranath Tagore painted her image. 
• Bharat Mata looked like a Sanyasini. She is calm,  
divine and spiritual. Devotion towards her became a  
proof of Nationalism.
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