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FOOD SECURITY IN INDIA 
What is food security?

FOOD SECURITY MEANS
•Availability
•Accessibility
•Affordability of food to all  people at all times



FOOD SECURITY IN INDIA 
What is food security?

Food security is ensured in a country only if
● Enough food available for all the persons 
● All persons have the capacity to buy food of acceptable quality and 
● There is no barrier on access to food.
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Need for Food Security
● For the poor section of society
● Natural disaster, calamity like earthquake, drought, flood, tsunami
● Widespread crop failure due to draught
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Need for Food Security  Starvation
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Need for Food Security
Famine
A massive starvation might take a turn of famine
A famine is characterized by
● Widespread deaths and 
● epidemics
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Famine and Starvation deaths in india
● Bengal famine 1943
- killed 1.5 millions to 3 millions
● The Bihar Famine 1966-67
- 2353 deaths due to starvation 
Starvation deaths have also reported in 

1. Kalahndi and Kashipur in Orissa
2. Baran dist of rajasthan
3. Palamau dist of jharkhand
And many other remote areas in recent years.
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● Who are food insecure?
Food insecure groups are

1. Landless people 8. SCs, STs and some sections of
2. Traditional artisans     OBCs.
3. Traditional service providers                    9. migrants
4. Petty self-employed workers 10. women and children
5. Homeless, beggars etc
6. Families employed in ill paid occupation
7. Casual labourers
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● Food security in India
States facing food insecure In india

1. Uttar pradesh
2. Bihar 
3. Jharkhand
4. Odisha
5. West bengal
6. Chhatishgarh
7. Maharashtra
8. Parts of Madhya Pradesh
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types of hunger 
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Government Schemes
● PDS- Public Distribution System
● RPS- Revamped Public Distribution System
● TDPS- Targeted Public Distribution System

Special Schemes
● AAY- Antyodaya Anna Yojana
● APS- Annapurna Scheme
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Benefits from the PDS
● Stabilizes prices of food grains
● Makes food available at affordable price
● By supplying food from surplus regions of the country to deficit region, it helps 

in combating hunger and famine.
● Prices set with poor households in mind
● Provides income security to the farmers in certain region.
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Problems faced by PDS

1. Problem of hunger still exists in india
2. Food stocks in granaries often above specified levels
3. Deterioration in quality of stored food grains if kept for longer time
4. High storage cost
5. Increase in MSP led to shift from coarse grain to rice and wheat production among the 

farmers
6. Cultivation of rice has also led to environmental degradation and fall in the water level.
7. Average consumption of PDS grain at the all india level is very low.
8. Malpractices on part of PDS dealer.
9. Irregular opening of the shops.
10. Selling poor quality of grains.



THANKING YOU
ODM EDUCATIONAL GROUP


