

	[A PHOTOGRAPH]
	ENGLISH| Worksheet  


Chapter - 2
A PHOTOGRAPH
Read the extract given below and answer the 
 questions that follow:
1.  		The cardboard shows me how it was
      		When the two girl cousins went paddling                    
		Each one holding one of my mother’s hands             
		And she the big girl-some twelve years or so
Questions-
(i) What does the word ‘cardboard’ in the first line suggest?
(ii) What does the cardboard depict here?           
(iii) Who is ‘the big girl ‘mentioned here?      
(iv) What feelings are aroused in the above lines?  
 
2. Read the extract given below and answer the questions that follow:
	 	All three stood still to smile through their hair
		At the uncle with the camera. A sweet face,
		My mother’s, that was before I was born.
		And the sea, which appears to have changed less,
		Washed their transient feet.
Questions-
(i)What does the poetess mean by the expression ‘smile through their hair ‘?
(ii)What does the poetess say about the sea here?
(iii)What do the expression “terribly transient feet “refer to?

3. Read the extract given below and answer the questions that follow.
		“Some twenty-thirty –years later she’d laugh at 		
 		the snapshot. “See Betty And Dolly,” she’d 			
		say,” and look how they Dressed us for the 		
		beach.” The sea holiday was her past, mine is her 		
		laughter. Both wry with the laboured ease of loss.’
 (i) How does the poetess react on seeing the photograph?                
 (ii) Why does the poetess say, “The sea holiday was her past, mine is her laughter?”
(iii) Bring out the idea contained in the expression ‘laboured ease of loss’. 
4. Read the extract given below and answer the questions that follow.
		“Now she’s been dead nearly as many years 
 		As that girl lived. And of this circumstance 
 		There is nothing to say at all.
		Its silence  silences.”
(i) Who does ‘she’ refer to?
(ii) Why is there nothing to say about the death of the poet’s mother?
(iii) Bring out the idea contained in the expression ‘Its silence silences’.
5. Infer the meanings of the following words from the context
Paddling, Transient
6. What does the word ‘cardboard’ denote in the poem? Why has this word been used?
7. What has the camera captured?
8. What has not changed over the years? Does this suggest something to you?
9. The poet’s mother laughed at the snapshot. What does this laugh indicate?
10. What is the meaning of the line ‘Both wry with the laboured ease of loss’?
11. What does ‘this circumstance’ refer to?
12. The three stanzas depict three different phases. What are they?
13. What does the word ‘cardboard’ denote in the poem? Why has this word been used?
14. What has the camera captured?
15. What has not changed over the years? Does this suggest something to you?
16. The poetess’s mother laughed at the snapshot? What did this laugh indicate?
17. What is the meaning of the line “Both wry with the laboured ease of loss”.
18. What does ‘this circumstance’ refer to?
19. The three stanzas depict three different phases. Name them.
20. Which incident has been captured in the snapshot?
21. What do you learn about the poetess’s mother from the photograph?
22. How did the three girls face the camera?
23. What do you think, made the poetess’s mother laugh?
24. The poetess’s mother laughs at her past. How does the poet react to her past?
25. Why, do you think, does the poetess say nothing about her mother’s death?
26. What impression do you form of the poetess and the poetess’s mother after reading the poem A Photograph’?
27. ‘Both wry with the laboured ease of loss.’ The poet is missing her mother. What is the role of the mother in forming the personality of a child?
28. Happy moments are short-lived but provide a lifetime memory. They provide a cushion to bear the difficulties which the future has in store for you. Comment in the light of the poem ‘A Photograph’ by Shirley Toulson.
29. “Its silence silences,” writes Shirley Toulson. The loss of her mother has silenced her. Do you think that this attitude of the poet is the right attitude to live life? Why/ why not?
30. The poet has paid a tribute to her mother. Similar instances can be seen in ‘The Portrait of a Lady’. This made you think that writing about a loved one is much better than building their statues or drawing their portraits. Comment
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