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Our Country- India  
STUDY NOTES
INTRODUCTION
India is vast land with immense geographical and cultural variations. It is an ancient land with rich culture. India is spread over an area of 3.28 million sq.km, making it the seventh largest country in the world. It is also the second most populous country, with a population of 1.211 billion (2011 census). It is the largest democracy in the world. It is a country that supports a variety of languages, races, cultures and religions. However, despite the great diversities of this land, there is an underlying unity that binds this nation together.
   	 LOCATION
India is located in the southern part of the continent of Asia. India is a peninsula. A peninsula is a land surrounded by water on three sides. India is bounded by the Himalayas in the north, the Indian Ocean in the south, the Arabian sea in the west and the Bay of Bengal in the east.
India is located in the Northern Hemisphere, ie. It is to the north of the equator , and in the Eastern  Hemisphere, ie, to the east of the Greenwich Meridian. The Tropic of Cancer(23  ½  degree N latitude) ,  passes through almost the centre of India.
The Indian mainland extends between 37 degree 6 ‘N and 8 degree 4’ N latitudes from north to south and 68 degree  7’E and 97 degree 25’E longitudes from west to east. The time lag, or the difference in time, between the easternmost and the westernmost  parts of India is two hours.
            INDIA’S  NEIGHBOURS
India shares its boundaries with seven countries. These are Pakistan in the west, China, Nepal and Bhutan in the north, Myanmar and Bangladesh in the east and Sri Lanka in the south. India is separated from Sri Lanka by the Palk strait and Gulf of Mannar.
            POLITICAL  AND  ADMINISTRATIVE  DIVISIONS
India became independent on 15th Aug 1947 and for better administration, it was divided into states on the basis of language. Today there are 28 states  and 9 union territories including New Delhi( now called the National Capital Territory of Delhi). Rajasthan is the largest state and Goa is the smallest state.
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