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Chapter- 4
CHAPTER NAME: ALBERT EINSTEIN AT SCHOOL
Concepts
· The Aim of Education.
· The modern way of imparting education.
· Concern for the Future Generation.
· Power of Trust and Introspection.
· Freedom of Thought and Inquiry.
· Information gathering and Insight information.
Characters Portrayed:
· Albert Einstein: Young Albert, the student in a German School-very inquisitive...endowed with sharp intelligence and commendable intellectual brilliance. 
· He was rational, scientific and rebellious whose presence and curious questioning used to trouble Teachers for their classroom deliberations.
· Mr Braun: Einstein’s History Teacher – a firm believer in the rote learning system –very discouraging –hateful to Einstein for his rebellious attitude.
· Yuri: Einstein’s trusted friend-very friendly and helpful.
· The Landlady: A woman who had given a room in her house on rent to Albert. 
· Elsa: Einstein’s cousin- very loving, caring and motivating.
· Dr Ernst Well: A newly qualified doctor specialising in the study of nerves-kind and understanding.
· Mr Koch: Einstein’s Mathematics Teacher-the only Teacher who loved Einstein and was highly estimated by him for his kind nature and caring attitude. 
· The Head Teacher: An administrator- a disciplinarian-very strict, authoritative –ready to translate ideas into action without proper inquiry.


Introduction to the topic and the author.
· The lesson “ Albert Einstein at School ”is an excerpt from the biography of Albert Einstein, entitled “ The Young Einstein ” by the renowned Author – Patrick Pringle.
· It is a brilliant biographical account on the childhood days of Albert Einstein, the great Physicist the world of Science has ever produced. 
· It’s a burning example the author’s attempt at familiarizing the readers with the early days of Einstein’s life full of struggle in School for his inquisitive nature and sharp intellectual brilliance.
· It starts with inquisitive Einstein’s view of education. 
· It focuses on Einstein’s belief that the existing system of education was incapable of meeting its true purpose. 
· It reflects his perception and rational consideration of the ideas that come from critical thinking and analysis formed real education.
· It throws light into the role of Teachers in incorporating hope in the learner and encouraging him through motivation, which is the prime responsibility of a Teacher.
· It reflects the feelings of Einstein about the neighbourhood he lived in and his association with his only friend he trusted.
· The story nicely depicts inquisitive Albert’s strategizing to get out of the School, the miserable place he was very hateful to.
·   Patrick Pringle is a celebrated American Freelance Writer, Wildlife Biologist, Photographer and Educator.
· He was born in 1935 in Rochester, New York, educated in a one-room schoolhouse, where one teacher handled the first through eighth grades.
· In 1945, with the closure of the schoolhouse, Pringle was sent to a central school in Honeoye Falls, where he got the opportunity to feed his hunger for books.
· After graduating from High School, Pringle enrolled at the prestigious Cornell University majoring in wildlife conservation.
· Having obtained his Master’s Degree from the University of Massachusetts, he pursued his interest in mammalian predators.
· In 1968, Pringle published his first book “ DINOSAURS AND THEIR WORLD ”. 
· In 1970, he became a freelance writer and continued publishing.
· Educated as a wildlife biologist, Pringle is noted as authoritative, well-researched works that inform readers about natural sciences and the environment.
· For his contributions to the world of Science, Pringle has received many awards and recognitions like- “The Best Guidebook Award”, “Senior Editor of a leading children’s magazine “Nature and Science”, “The New Jersey Institute of Technology Award”, “Special Conservation Award”, “Eva L. Gordon Award” and many more.


Steps to comprehensive explanations
a) Einstein in History Class 
· Once in the class when asked by the History Teacher Mr Braun to say in which year the Prussians defeated the French in the battle of Waterloo, Einstein replied with his habitual prosaic approach,  saying that he didn’t study any relevance in learning dates as to him, learning facts was not education. 

b) Einstein Gets Scolded

· Einstein’s frank reply infuriates the History teacher. 
· Shocked and furious, the teacher satirizes Einstein by asking him to tell the class the Einstein theory of education.
· Innocent Einstein finds himself in a state of frustration and sheer helplessness.
· He grows a feeling of disgust towards the teachers who fail to encourage creativity and progress.

c) Einstein Hated the Atmosphere of Slum Violence

· Einstein disliked the slum violence of the place he was staying where the beating of children by their mother and the beating of a wife by a drunken husband was a frequent practice.
·  Einstein shared  all  about his feelings of discomfort and frustration  with his trusted friend –Yuri  who tried to convince him by telling him that he was lucky to at least have a room of his own

d) Einstein Met his Cousin Elsa
· He shared the same feelings of frustration with his cousin –Elsa,  who was living in Berlin and used to visit Munich occasionally to meet Einstein.
·  Motivating by nature, Elsa tried to counsel him encouraging him to continue his studies there in the School without thinking of leaving it.
· Disappointed Albert explained to her his helplessness and his ideas of leaving the School, the place he hesitated the most. 

e) Einstein Plans to Get Away from School
· Airing the feel of solitude, helpless Albert expressed to Yuri about his idea of leaving the School stating that his stay there in that unpleasant place and continuing his studies in that hateful School was a wastage of his father’s money, everyone’s time and efforts.
· Yuri asked him if he had any backup plan tom which Albert said that going to Milan would not be a great idea as his  father would send him back  
f) The Doctor Gives Einstein a Medical Certificate

· The friendly doctor consoled him and told him about his friend Yuri’s having described to him everything.
· The compassionate doctor issued a certificate to Einstein stating that the boy was close to a nervous breakdown and was advised to be kept away from school at least for six months.
g) Einstein Seeks a Reference
· Yuri suggested  Albert meet his favourite Mathematics Teacher – Mr Koch for a reference before Albert meets the Head Teacher with the Medical Certificate.
h) Einstein Summoned By Head Teacher
· Einstein was called by the Head Teacher who informed of the fact that he was being expelled from the School for his misbehaviour.
i) Einstein Happy to leave the School
· Determined to translate his ideas into reality, Einstein left the School with his head held high. 
· He was so much disappointed with the Teachers of the School,  except his Mathematics Teacher –Mr. Koch that even when he left school, he did not bid goodbye to any of them.
· Before leaving for Milan, Einstein only met his only trusted friend – Yuri who wished him good luck for his bright future


Drilling of words and Linguistic expressions:

Physicist –Scientist who studies Physics.
Expulsion –forced removal 
Unthinking – spontaneous
Amaze—surprise
Heavy sarcasm –mockery
Flushed –be red in confusion 
Stay in – remain 
Squalor—filth
Slum violence --fights in the poorest areas of the town 
Civilised –polite, refined, well – mannered
Duel –conflict/ fight between two people
Scar –the mark of  injury 
Badge of honour – the mark of  pride 
Glumly – sorrowfully
Reluctant- unwilling
Wailing –long and loud sound made by the Violin
Get on to one’s norms –annoy/irritate
Howling –crying
Absurd –silly
Turn out – end in the result 
Gleam – shine brightly
Nervous breakdown – neurological disorder/ mental illness
Merrily- happily
Assure – console / confirm to 
High spirit-enthusiasm
Pretend-show off
Stand – tolerate
Pull the wool over one’s eyes – deceive
Face fall –face changing to a look of disappointment 
Wide-eyed –staring in amazement
Briskly- smartly/ quickly
Come off –succeed
Glowing reference-good reference appreciating the qualities of a person
Wonder –think
Puzzled –perplexed /unable
Summon – call 
 Finish with –stop getting 
Dazed –startled/astonished 
Vaguely – indistinctly /unclearly
Expel – throw out
Not mincing words –speaking bluntly/frankly
Of one’s own accord – voluntarily

Related Question from the potion taught:

[bookmark: _Hlk46587624]1. Why did Einstein say “ I can’t see any point in learning dates ”?
2. What was Einstein’s view on education?
3. Do you think Einstein was impolite while responding to teachers’  questions in the classes?
 4. How did Mr Braun treat Einstein in the History class?
5. Was Einstein happy at School? Why?
6. What impression do you form of Einstein from his interaction with his History Teacher – Mr Braun?
7. Who was Yuri? What did he tell Einstein when he was told about his discomfort and frustration?
8. Who was Elsa? What advice did she give to Einstein?
9. Why did the author refer to Einstein’s interest in music as his only comfort?
10. Why did Einstein want to get a Medical Certificate? 
11. Why did Yuri call Einstein “ the world’s worst liar ”?
12. Give your impression of Yuri.
13. Who was Dr Ernst Well? How did he help Einstein?
14. What did Einstein plan to do after leaving school and how did he achieve it?
15. What did Yuri suggest to Einstein before going to meet the Head Teacher?
16. Who was Mr Koch? What were his views about Einstein’s abilities?
17. “ I knew you were going to leave before you knew yourself ”. Who speaks to whom and in which context?
18. Why was Einstein called to the Head Teacher’s room?
19. “ Einstein felt the medical certificate almost burning a hole in his pocket ”.Why?
20. Do you approve of the authoritarian attitude of the History Teacher and the Head Teacher?
21. What do you learn about Einstein after reading the story?
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