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FUNCTIONS OF THE POLITICAL PARTIES 
1. Parties contest elections. In most democracies, elections are fought mainly among the candidates put  up by political parties. 
2. Parties put forward different policies and programs and the voters choose from them. 3. Parties play a decisive role in making laws for a country. 
4. Parties form and run governments. 
5. Those parties that lose in the elections play the role of opposition to the parties in power, by voicing  different views and criticizing government for its failures or wrong policies. 
6. Parties shape public opinion. They raise and highlight issues. Parties have lakhs of members and  activists spread all over the country. 
7. Parties provide people access to government machinery and welfare schemes implemented by  governments.
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TYPES OF POLITICAL PARTIES 
SINGLE PARTY SYSTEMS 
In some countries, only one party is allowed to control and run the government. These are called one-party  systems. We cannot consider one-party system as a good option because this is not a democratic option. Any democratic system must allow at least two parties to compete in elections and provide a fair chance for the  competing parties to come to power. 
BI- PARTY SYSTEMS 
In some countries, power usually changes between two main parties. Several other parties may exist, contest  elections and win a few seats in the national legislatures. But only the two main parties have a serious chance of  winning majority of seats to form government. Such a party system is called two- party system. 
MULTI PARTY SYSTEMS 
If several parties compete for power, and more than two parties have a reasonable chance of coming to power  either on their own strength or in alliance with others, we call it a multiparty system. When several parties in a  multi-party system join hands for the purpose of contesting elections and winning power, it is called an alliance or  a front The multiparty system often appears very messy and leads to political instability. [image: ]
At the same time, this system allows a variety of interests and opinions to enjoy political representation.
SO WHICH POLITICAL PARTY IS THE BEST? CAN WE SAY ? 
Perhaps the best answer to this very common question is that this is not a very good question. Party system is not  something any country can choose. It evolves over a long time, depending on the nature of society, its social and  regional divisions, its history of politics and its system of elections. These cannot be changed very quickly. Each  country develops a party system that is conditioned by its special circumstances. For example, if India has evolved  a multiparty system, it is because the social and geographical diversity in such a large country is not easily absorbed  by two or even three parties. No system is ideal for all countries and all situations.
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