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HOMEWORK

1. Shyam saw some coloured patches on the bark of trees. His elder brother told him that these are called lichens. 
a. In which kingdom are these included? 
b. What is the relation of lichens with air pollution? 

2. A trip to Himalayan foothills was organized by Raman and Riya’s school. During the trip they noticed tall trees having needle-like leaves and cones.
 a. Name the trees they saw there.
 b. What are cones?
 3. Sakshi’s younger brother frequently suffered from stomach ache and vomiting. The report of his stool test diagnosed infection caused by common roundworms. Sakshi asked these questions from the doctor.
 a. What are common roundworms?
 b. Are there any other worms that live as parasites in our body and cause diseases? 
c. How do roundworms enter our body? How can these infections be prevented? 

4. How can you identify a leech while you are out on a walk on the hills?

 5. Read the following paragraph about Vermicomposting:
Vermicompost (vermi-compost) is the product of the decomposition process using various species of worms, usually red wigglers, white worms, and other earthworms, to create a mixture of decomposing vegetable or food waste, bedding materials, and vermicast. This process is called vermicomposting, while the rearing of worms for this purpose is called vermiculture.
Vermicast (also called worm castings, worm humus, worm manure, or worm feces) is the end-product of the breakdown of organic matter by earthworms.  Vermicompost contains water-soluble nutrients and is an excellent, nutrient-rich organic fertilizer and soil conditioner. It is used in gardening and sustainable, organic farming. Vermicomposting can also be applied for treatment of sewage.

a. Write two identifying features of the phylum to which earthworms belong to.
 b. Find out if leech and earthworm have any similarities in their characteristics.
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