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Chapter- 9
AUJOURD’HUI C’EST DIMANCHE
STUDY NOTES

1. We will study about weekdays

[bookmark: French_Months_of_the_Year]French DAYS of the WEEK
[image: ]
In this lesson, we're going to go over the days of the week in French as well as spend some time using them in the same context that you likely learned the days of the week in English--as weekdays and the weekend.



	English
	French

	Monday
	lundi (pronounced: lun-dee)

	Tuesday
	mardi (pronounced like: Mardi Gras)

	Wednesday
	mercredi (pronounced: mer-cra-dee)

	Thursday
	jeudi (pronounced: ju-dee)

	Friday
	vendredi (pronounced: von-dra-dee)

	Saturday
	samedi (pronounced: sa-mey-dee)

	Sunday
	dimanche (pronounced: dee-man-sh)






How do you abbreviate days of the week in French?
All days of the week from Monday to Sunday are generally abbreviated as follows:
· Lundi -> lun (MOON)
· Mardi -> mar (MARS)
· Mercredi -> mer (MERCREDI)
· Jeudi -> jeu(JUPITER)
· Vendredi -> ven(VENUS)
· Samedi -> sam(SATURN)
· [bookmark: Les_Mois-_Pronunciation]Dimanche -> dim (SUN)
How do I pronounce sounds that end with “n”, such as in “lundi”, “vendredi” or “dimanche”?
Small clusters such as “an”, “en”, “in”, “on” or “un” are what we call nasal vowels. Why “nasal”? Because in order to make these sounds, some air has to go through your nose—and that is why the “o” in words such as “got” or “bond” can get a slightly different tinge.
Try practicing all the nasal vowels in the following words by repeating the English example, letting as much air go through your nose as possible:
· Lundi -> “un” such as in “fun”
· Vendredi -> “en” such as “want”
· Dimanche -> “an” such as “want”

[bookmark: Holidays_and_Celebrations_Typical_in_Eac]















Holidays and Celebrations Typical in Each Month
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Le 1er (premier) janvier = Le Jour de l'An (New Year's Day)
Le 2 février = La Chandeleur (we eat yummy crèpes!)- (No English equivalent but similar origin to Groundhog's day)
Le 1er mai = La Fête du Travail (Labor Day)
Le 8 mai = Fête de la Victoire (1945) (Truman Day in Missouri)
Le 14 juillet = La Fête Nationale (Americans sometimes call this 'Bastille Day') Le 1er novembre = La Toussaint (All Saints' Day)
Le 11 novembre = Le Jour d'Armistice (Veterans Day) Le 25 décembre = Noël (Christmas)
[image: ]Le 31 décembre = Saint Sylvestre/ Le Réveillon (New Year's Eve)
SEASONS

· Le printemps: spring
· L’été (m): summer
· L’automne (m): fall
· L’hiver (m): winter
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